JOE HAY

The Shrine at Twilight

for piano




Duration:

around 2 minutes

This piece was written for Yoshi, who performed it at the In Good Hands Concert

at PSU’s Lincoln Hall, Portland, Oregon, on July 18, 2026.

I must also thank Yoshi’s teacher, Marla Hansen, for reviewing the score and

helping to nurture a knockout performance.

Cover art by Yoshi

A Story:

This piece was written to go with all sorts of adventures. Here’s one possibility:

Perhaps you're on a mountaintop, under a fiery sunset, looking for a legendary treasure.
Among some ruins, carved into the side of a cliff, you find an ancient stone door, sealed

shut. You search for a knob or a handle, and find nothing.

Suddenly, you feel something brush against your leg - it’s a cat you found on the side of
the road, many miles and hours ago. Back there, you gave it the last of your food, unsure
if it could even eat, and continued on your way. Here on the mountaintop, the same cat
purrs and pads ahead of you. It plops down onto a small pedestal, eyes closing serenely.

You approach, and it vanishes into the maze of crumbling bricks.

Where you just saw a cat, now you see a strange, round symbol carved in the stone. Your
heart beats as you press this symbol. It sinks deep into the stone, and the ancient door

slowly grinds open behind you, revealing a passage into deeper darkness...
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